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In societitile consolidate, granitele universitatii
se confunda cu granitele tarii, pentru cd

universitatea are, in intreaga lume, o misiune sociala.

Dal societatea recentd cere imperios Universitatii sa
inceapd trecerea de la cercetarea asupra... si de la
cercetarea despre... 1a cercetarea cu ..., respectiv aldturi de
societate si asta spre binele comun

Extensia, in cea mai mare parte a tdrilor
dezvoltate, reprezinti una din activitdtile principale
care se deruleazi prin departamentele sau
cooperativele de extensie ;
care functioneaza pe langi
(a nu se citi paralel sau
separat de) Universitati,
indiferent de profilul
acestora. In fapt, in
societitile consolidate,
universitatea publicd are
menirea de a crea si a
disemina noi cunostinte in
serviciul societatii, in
folosul si cu scopul
dezvoltarii acesteia.
Asadar, prin extensie,
rezultatele cercetarilor
elaborate i obtinute de citre universitate ajung sa
fie aplicate si utilizate concret de citre societate.

Putem spune ca EXTENSIA este o punte de
legitura intre rezultatele cercetarii si experienta
practicd; in cazul agriculturii, extensia face legétura
intre ceea ce statul doregte de la fermier si ceea
ce fermierul doreste de la stat. Prin fondurile
alocate de citre stat, cercetarea agricold sustine, in
fapt, ceea ce doreste statul sd facd fermierul.

RESEARCH AND UNIVERSITY
EXTENSION

In any robust society its university is as large as
its country, as, worldwide, a university lives with a
social mission. Yes, today’s societies require
universities to research neither on nor of something, but
together with society, for everybody’s benefit

University extension is, in most developed
countries, one of the main activities run through co-
operative extensions or departments in operation by
(which in no way means in parallel or separately
from) the university, no matter their profiles. In

o\#ag  fact, in any robust

' society, public
universities are
meant to create
and disseminate
new knowledge
servicing society
and working hard
for its
development.
Thus, through
extension, the
results of research
work begot by

. g universities have a
chance to see the light as application and material
usage by its owner, the society.

EXTENSION can be seen as bridging the gap
between research theory and practice. In so far as
farming is concerned, extension is the link
between what the State expects from the farmer
and what the farmer expects from the State. The
State finances farming research of what the State
actually wishes the farmer did.



In acelasi timp, experienta practica din ferma
exprima ceea ce fermierul ar vrea si-i ofere si sd-i
asigure statul. De la societate la societate, de la tara
la tard, intre stat §i ferma existd, nu-i aga?, aproape
intotdeauna, divergente. Acestea se 7ezolvd, mai bine
sau mai rdu, prin diferite forme si modele de
extensie cu ajutorul extensionistului.

Extensionistul, in tirile in care l-am intalnit,
este un om extraordinar. In principiu, Roméania nu
are extensionisti; nu are, in adeviratul sens al
cuvantului, profesia de extensionist — unitatile
private sau guvernamentale implicate In domeniul
agricol au specialisti-consultanti.

Acestia nu pot fi numiti extensionisti, deoarece
primii alatura consultanta unei oferte (fiind, deci,
cointeresati in oferta materiald), iar ultimii s-au
detasat prea mult de responsabilitatea transmiterii
rezultatelor cercetarii (fiind, deci, purtdtorii unui
mesaj perimat).

In tarile cu traditie, extensionistul este o
persoana propusa de cadtre universitatea care l-a
scolit (si care continud sd-i ,,alimenteze”
cunoagterea), acceptata de ciatre comunitate si
finantata partial de citre aceasta, partial de
citre stat. Asadar, extensionistul are girul
comunitdtii, dar raspunde In fata universitatii de
cunostintele transmise societatii.

Meanwhile, farming practice clearly indicates
what the farmer wishes the State offered and also
granted him. And there will always be divergence
from society to society, country to country, State
and farm, won’t there? For better for worse, there
will always be a trade-off, coming in a variety of
extension patters: an extensionist’s job.

The extensionists I have known in various
countries are extraordinary people. In Romania
there are no extensionists-proper: both our NGO’s
and GO’s (touching on farming) operate with
expert consultants.

Who are not extensionists, as positioned too far
from liabilities for the research data they trade
(most often circulating yesterday’s news), while the
true extensionist extends consultancy with an offer
attached to it, in which they are a financially
motivated third party.

In countries with a tradition in such trade-off,
the extensionist is a person agreed by the
university in which he studied and which still
feeds him new knowledge; also agreed and
partly financed by the community, while the
State also has its share of financing. So we can
safely say that the extensionist is deputized by their
community, but is liable to his university for the
knowledge traded.



In acest ansamblu si considerind
realitdtile tarii noastre, fermierii
agricultori nu trebuie s devind nici
subiectiz, nici subordonatii si nici macar
clientii extensionistului sau universitatii
participatia sub forma de cogptiune,
cooperare sau consultare a fost incercata de
prea multe ori la noi ca s mai dea
rezultatele scontate. Cred eu, in stadiul
evolutiv actual al societitii noastre,
alternativele colaborare i parteneriat pot fi
incercate, cu gandul ci, intr-o societate
viitoare, actiunile colective, sugerate prin
modelul extensiei integrate, se vor
multiplica si vor deveni operationale.

Aspectele prezentate pot parea doar
o teotie ...57, totusi, dupd parerea mea,
extensia nu este doar problema
universititii sau doar problema statului -
extensia ne priveste pe toti: universitate,
stat, societate. Chiar dacd va mai trebui
sa treacd ceva timp pand cand ii vom culege roadele,
bunistarea societatii noastre va fi rezultatul unei
actiuni conjugate.

in ceea ce ne priveste, sperim, de dragul
unui viitor mai bun, ca societatea romaneasca
sa se deschida in chip autentic spre colaborare
si parteneriat.

Noi facem primul pas.

Now as regards Romania, as set against the
above defined background, it is my belief that our
farmers should become neither the (subordinate)
subjects nor the clients of an extensionist or a
university: much too often, indeed, was
participation as co-gption, co-operation and consultancy
tried for size in our society, to still expect them to
vield rational results. It is my educated guess, rather,
that, given today’s Romanian society, we could try
co-operation under partnership, hoping to see
ourselves increase (in the future) operational collective
action, as integrated extension would have it.

All that may well look like mere theory... and yet
there are both research and extension project offers
on the market, competing for grants. Even though
extension projects do not imply research proper,
they are worth competing for — no matter who pays
the bills — as they enhance application of research
results. In my view, extension should not be a one-
sided individual concern, of the university or of the
State, but a joint concern of all parties implied,
university, State and society. Even if much water
will run under the bridge before harvest day, our
societal welfare will only come through conjugated
action.

As far as Romanian society is concerned, it
is to be wished for better genuine opening up to
co-operation and partnerships, with a view to a
better future.

This here would be our first step.
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